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The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
Please turn off all electronic devices.

MacEwan events, exhibitions and performances are intended to be inclusive spaces. We are deeply committed to 
providing a supportive and safe space that is free of discrimination and violence of any kind and that puts our intended 
participants and audiences at risk. If you are concerned about an experience that you’ve had on campus, please contact 

the Faculty of Fine Arts and Communication’s Dean’s Office at 780-497-4450 or ffacadmin@macewan.ca.

This production is the culmination and course fulfillment of THAR 408: Performance IV and THPR 224: Production 
IV and THPR 424: Production VIII. It showcases the work of students in MacEwan University’s Music Theatre BFA 

Performance and Production programs.

ᐊᒥᐢᑿᒌᐚᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ (Amiskwacîwâskahikan), Treaty 6 Territory
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather in Treaty Six Territory is the traditional gathering place for many 
Indigenous people. We honor and respect the history, languages, ceremonies and culture of the First Nations, Métis  

and Inuit who call this territory home.

Content advisory
A Chorus Line contains mature themes, strong language, and frank discussions  
of sexuality, sexual discovery, body image, trauma, and mental well-being in a 

demanding industry.

These elements may be stimulating or challenging for some audience members. 
Front-of-House staff are available if you have questions or require support.

A CHORUS LINE is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of 
Tams-Witmark LLC.  

www.concordtheatricals.com

TIME: 1975
PLACE: A Broadway Theatre

There will be no intermission.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

I saw the original Broadway production of this amazing show on my first trip to New York.

The ultimate creator and ringmaster of this musical, Michael Bennett, had previously  
worked up the musical theatre ladder of success. With Hal Prince & Stephen Sondheim,  
he collaborated on two landmark concept musicals prior to this – Company & Follies –  
as a choreographer then co-director. They are two extraordinary, non-linear, authentically 
real but also surreal works of art.

Bennett applied what he’d taken away from those two seminal works to create another,  
one that captures the spirit and tension of a Broadway dance audition.

Bennett started out as a dancer, and his complex vision of what it meant to be one was  
the inspiration for this show. Although he was the driving force, A Chorus Line was born  
out of the frustration of many dancers who were considering quitting show business at the 
time. By the mid-70s, the Broadway dancer became the perfect embodiment of the state  
of Broadway to Michael Bennett.

No one had been affected more than the dancer by the changes in the economics of 
musical theatre. Gone were the days of a musical having an acting ensemble, and sizable 
singing & dancing choruses. To make the cut, a Broadway dancer now had to additionally 
sing and act as well as dance to land a spot in one chorus of maybe only ten performers. 
More was demanded of them. And competition was fierce.

But this show would put dancers front and centre. Coming out of a series of workshops, 
Michael Bennett took the raw material of Broadway hoofers – their stories, struggles, 
dreams – and transformed it into an innovative musical that looked at the inner lives of the 
chorus. Firsthand, an audience gets to hear them share their ambitions and the physical & 
emotional cost behind living a dancer’s life. It’s a brilliant fusion of song, dance, music and 
raw personal drama. 

A Chorus Line is only one of ten musicals that won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and was 
also the longest-running production in Broadway history until surpassed by…Cats.



MARVIN HAMLISCH
As composer, Marvin Hamlisch won virtually every major award 
that exists: three Oscars, four Grammys, four Emmys, a Tony, three 
Golden Globe awards and the Pulitzer Prize (won by A Chorus 
Line). Only Hamlisch and Richard Rodgers have won a “PEGOT” 
(P.E.G.O.T. = Pulitzer, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, Tony awards).

For Broadway, he wrote the music for the groundbreaking show, A 
Chorus Line, as well as They’re Playing Our Song, The Goodbye 
Girl and Sweet Smell of Success. 

Hamlisch was a graduate of the Juilliard School of Music and 
Queens College, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree. He 
believed in the power of music to bring people together. He passed 
away August 6, 2012.

JAMES KIRKWOOD
James Kirkwood (1924–1989) was an American playwright, author 
and actor. In 1976 he received the Tony Award, the Drama Desk 
Award for Outstanding Book of a Musical, and the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama for his work on A Chorus Line. 

Kirkwood began his career as an actor, appearing on television in 
Valiant Lady and Perry Mason, and on Broadway in Small Wonder 
and Dance Me A Song, among others. As an author, he penned the 
semi-autobiographical novel There Must Be a Pony, along with P.S. 
Your Cat Is Dead, Good Times/Bad Times, Some Kind of Hero, and 
Hit Me with a Rainbow. In 1970, he wrote the non-fiction American 
Grotesque, about the trial of Clay Shaw. His comedic play Legends! 
toured the United States starring Mary Martin and Carol Channing.

Kirkwood died of AIDS-related complications in 1989.

MICHAEL BENNETT 
Michael Bennett (1943–1987) was an American musical theatre 
director, writer, choreographer, and dancer. He won seven Tony 
Awards for his choreography and direction of Broadway shows  
and was nominated for an additional eleven.

Bennett’s choreography credits include Henry, Sweet Henry; 
Promises, Promises; Coco; and Company. He co-directed Follies 
with Harold Prince, and directed & choreographed Seesaw and 
Ballroom, among several others. In 1976, he won the Tony Award 
for Best Direction of a Musical and the Tony Award for Best 
Choreography for A Chorus Line. Under the aegis of producer 
Joseph Papp, Bennett created A Chorus Line based on a workshop 
process which he pioneered. In 1982, Bennett directed and, with 
Michael Peters, co-choreographed Dreamgirls, winner of six Tony 
Awards, including Best Choreography.



NICHOLAS DANTE
Nicholas Dante (1941–1991) was an American dancer and writer, 
best known for having co-written the book of the musical A Chorus 
Line. Born Conrado Morales in New York City, Dante began his 
career as a dancer and performer, appearing on Broadway in 
Applause, Ambassador and Smith, among others.

In 1974, Michael Bennett invited Dante to participate in interview 
sessions with Broadway dancers who, almost anonymously, serve  
as a backdrop behind star performers. Those sessions provided 
ample material for a Broadway musical. Collaborating with Bennett 
and James Kirkwood Jr., Dante created A Chorus Line, which 
earned him the 1976 Tony Award and Drama Desk Award for Best 
Book of a Musical and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The character 
of Paul, a gay Puerto Rican dancer whose early career consisted 
of working in a drag show, was based primarily on Dante. Sammy 
Williams, who originated the role, won the 1976 Tony Award for Best 
Featured Actor in a Musical. Dante later assumed the role himself.

In 1991, at age 49, Dante died in New York City from AIDS-related 
complications.

EDWARD KLEBAN 
Edward Kleban was the lyricist of A Chorus Line, for which he won 
the 1975 Tony Award, the Pulitzer Prize and the Drama Desk and 
Olivier Awards. His score for the musical A Class Act, produced 
posthumously, was nominated for the 2001 Tony and Drama Desk 
Awards and won an Obie Award. A Class Act is a musical biography 
of Kleban, with a score comprised of his own music and lyrics. 

Mr. Kleban was a graduate of the High School of Music and Art 
and of Columbia College, where he wrote the music for the Varsity 
Show of 1960 with a book by Terrance McNally. Upon graduation 
from Columbia, Kleban was hired as a record producer by Columbia 
Records. Throughout the sixties he produced original cast albums 
while developing his own musicals in Lehman Engel’s BMI Musical 
Theatre Workshop. Every song that he wrote for A Chorus Line was 
tested in the BMI Workshop. During the 1980s he carried on  
Mr. Engel’s tradition and taught songwriting in the workshop.

Mr. Kleban died in December 1987 at the age of 48, after a two-year 
bout with cancer. In his will, he created and endowed The Kleban 
Prize, a unique grant that is bestowed not for a writer’s previous 
achievements, but for the promise of creativity to come, chosen by  
a panel of Broadway’s most respected artists. Recipients have gone 
on to garner four Tony Awards, 30 Tony nominations, 10 Drama 
Desk Awards and four Obies.
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BE OURBE OUR

OF HONOUROF HONOUR
GUESTGUEST

CELEBRATE ANY OCCASION AS THE CAST CREATES

INSPIRED BY YOUR LIFE AND STORIES

CELEBRATE ANY OCCASION AS THE CAST CREATES

INSPIRED BY YOUR LIFE AND STORIES

A ONE-OF-A-KIND IMPROVISED MUSICALA ONE-OF-A-KIND IMPROVISED MUSICAL

LIVE ON THE SPOT!LIVE ON THE SPOT!

VISIT: GRINDSTONETHEATRE.CA/11OCNVISIT: GRINDSTONETHEATRE.CA/11OCN





RENT  OCT 28 – NOV 1, 2026 
Book, Music and Lyrics by Jonathan Larson

RENT is a groundbreaking rock musical that follows a group of young artists 
struggling to survive and create in New York Cityʼs vibrant East Village. Set 
amidst the HIV/AIDS crisis, itʼs a powerful story of searching for connection, 
living with loss and finding your voice. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and 
the Tony Award for Best Musical, it features an unforgettable score that defined a 
generation. Raw, emotional and electrifying, RENT reminds us to treasure every 
moment and measure our lives in love. 

Hunchback  NOV 25 – 29, 2026 
Music, Book and Lyrics by Jonathan Christenson

Originally written and produced for Catalyst Theatre by Edmontonʼs own Jonathan 
Christenson, Hunchback is a darkly romantic musical set amid the buttresses and 
shadows of Notre Dame Cathedral. Hunchback tells the tale of a tormented priest, 
a beautiful dancer and the outcast bell ringer Quasimodo, swept up in a vortex of 
lust, fear and the desire to control a destiny that will ultimately destroy them all. 
A surprising new take on Victor Hugoʼs famous story.

The Penelopiad  MARCH 3 – 7, 2027
By Margaret Atwood

Based on the acclaimed novel by best-selling Canadian author Margaret Atwood, 
this powerful stage adaptation re-examines the epic myth of Homerʼs Odyssey 
through the eyes of the women in the story: Penelope and her twelve maids. 
The play challenges audiences to consider whose stories are told, whose 
perspectives are heard and what heroism truly means. It shines a light on 
the overlooked and the silenced, giving voice to the women history forgot.

Anything Goes  MARCH 17 – 21, 2027
Original Book by P.G. Wodehouse & Guy Bolton and Howard Lindsay 
& Russel Crouse
New Book by Timothy Crouse & John Weidman

All aboard for hilarity and hijinks on the high seas with Anything Goes! Set on a 
luxury ocean liner sailing from New York to London, this classic musical comedy 
features the timeless songs of legendary composer Cole Porter, including I Get 
a Kick Out of You, Youʼre the Top, and De-Lovely. From bow to stern, this beloved 
Broadway favourite is packed with dazzling dancing, scandalous schemes and 
romantic rendezvous. Get your tickets now – this is a bon voyage you wonʼt want 
to miss!
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