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1.0 POLICY 
 

Grant MacEwan University offers instruction leading to the awarding of 
credentials and documents. Under the provisions of this policy a comprehensive 
listing of all credentials issued by MacEwan University is maintained. 

 
 

2.0 RATIONALE 
 

2.1 Through the Post-secondary Learning Act the Board of Governors of 
MacEwan University may grant credentials for programs of study that are 
consistent with MacEwan University’s mandate. 

 
2.2 Also, the University may grant institution approved credentials to 

recognize educational attainment in non-Ministry approved programs 
and/learning activities.  

 
 

3.0 SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS 
 

3.1 The University may issue the following Ministry approved credentials: 
- Baccalaureate degree 
- Applied degree 
- Diploma 
- Certificate 
- Post-diploma certificate 
- Post-basic certificate 
- Post-degree certificate 
- Post-degree diploma 

 
3.2 MacEwan University may issue the following institutional credentials: 

- High School Equivalency Diploma 
- Certificate of Achievement 

 
3.3 MacEwan University may also issue documents recognizing successful 

completion of learning activities including: 
- Certificate of Attendance 
- Professional Development Certificate 
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4.0 REGULATIONS 
 

4.1 Roles and Responsibilities 
 

4.1.1 The Provost and Vice President Academic is responsible for the 
management of this policy. 

 
4.1.2. The Office of the University Registrar is responsible for issuing 

parchments and transcripts, and maintaining all student records 
associated with credentials and graduation.  

 
4.2 Ministry Approved Credentials 
 

4.2.1 Baccalaureate degrees, Applied degrees, Diplomas, Certificates, 
Post-diploma certificates, Post-basic certificates, Post-degree 
certificates and Post-degree diplomas, may be issued by the 
University to those individuals who have satisfied all program and 
university requirements, based on the nature of the credential 
outlined below. Programs for which these credentials are awarded 
have received Ministry approval. 

 
a) Baccalaureate Degree 

A Baccalaureate degree will be awarded on completion of an 
approved group of credit courses totaling a minimum of 120 
credits. Degrees may require or allow the study of majors 
and/or minors and some degrees offer honours programs. 
Baccalaureate degrees may indicate “with distinction” 
depending upon the level of academic achievement. 

 
b) Applied Degree 

An Applied degree will be awarded on completion of an 
approved group of credit courses totaling a minimum of either: 
 
- 120 credits; or 
- 60 credits (in cases where a 2-year diploma credential is an 

admission requirement) 
 
An Applied degree program focuses on advanced study beyond 
the diploma level in career or technical studies, has clearly 
identified competencies, and is employment focused with the 
inclusion of course directed work and field study. Applied 
degrees may indicate “with distinction” depending upon the 
level of academic achievement.  
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c) Diploma 
A Diploma will be awarded for an approved group of credit 
courses totaling at least 60 credits. Diplomas may indicate 
“with distinction” depending upon the level of academic 
achievement.  

 
d) Certificate 

A Certificate will be awarded for an approved group of credit 
courses totaling at least 30 but not more than 59 credits. 
Certificates may indicate “with distinction” depending upon 
the level of academic achievement. 

 
e) Post-diploma Certificate 

A Post-diploma certificate will be awarded on completion of an 
approved group of credit courses totaling at least 15 credits 
where entrance to such a program of study requires, as an 
admission requirement, the completion of a diploma or 
equivalent professional certification. Post-Diploma Certificates 
may indicate “with distinction” depending upon the level of 
academic achievement.  

 
f) Post-basic Certificate 

A Post-basic certificate will be awarded on completion of an 
approved group of credit courses in a health field totaling at 
least 15 credits where entrance to such a program of study 
requires, the completion of a diploma or degree that meets 
licensure requirements (entry- to- practice requirements 
defined by a professional regulatory body). Post-Basic 
certificates may indicate “with distinction” depending upon the 
level of academic achievement. 

 
g) Post-degree Certificate 

A Post-degree certificate will be awarded on completion of an 
approved group of credit courses totaling at least 15 credits 
where entrance to such a program of study requires, as an 
admission requirement the completion of a baccalaureate 
degree. Post-degree certificates may indicate “with distinction” 
depending upon the level of academic achievement. 

 
h) Post-degree Diploma 

A Post-degree diploma will be awarded on completion of an 
approved group of credit courses totaling at least 30 credits, 
where entrance to such a program of study requires as an 
admission requirement the completion of a baccalaureate 
degree. Post-degree diplomas may indicate “with distinction.” 
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4.3 MacEwan University Institutionally Approved Credentials 
 

a) High School Equivalency Diploma 
A High School Equivalency diploma may be offered to those 
individuals who have successfully completed a minimum of 
five high school level courses at the 30 level. Of the courses 
taken, at least one must be in English (ELA 30-1 or ELA 30-2), 
and at least one must be in Mathematics (either Pure 
Mathematics 30, Math 30, Math 30 Applied, or Math 31). 

 
b) Certificate of Achievement 

A Certificate of Achievement may be issued to those 
individuals who have satisfactorily met expectations of a 
prescribed credit learning activity of fewer than 30 credits for 
which there is a formal evaluation component.  

 
4.4 MacEwan University Documents 

 
a) Certificate of Attendance 

A Certificate of Attendance may be issued to those individuals 
who have satisfactorily met the attendance expectations of a 
prescribed non-credit learning activity that has no formalized 
evaluation component.  

 
b) Professional Development Certificate 

A Professional Development Certificate may be issued to those 
individuals who have satisfactorily met expectations of a 
prescribed series of learning activities.  

 
c) In circumstances where external agencies, professional 

associations or other post-secondary institutions collaborate 
with the University to offer courses and learning activities, 
jointly issued Certificates of Achievement, Certificates of 
Attendance and Professional Development Certificates may be 
offered.  

 
4.5 Parchments and Authority 

 
4.5.1 General Faculties Council approves the granting of all academic 

credentials at MacEwan University. 
 
4.5.2 Parchments are issued for Ministry approved credentials and 

transcripts are produced that document the credential and the date 
issued. The Office of the University Registrar issues MacEwan 
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University parchments after confirming that all program and 
institution graduation requirements have been met.  

 
4.5.3 Upon the recommendation of the Dean, MacEwan University may 

award a Ministry approved credential posthumously to a student 
who was in good standing at the University at the time of his or her 
death and who had completed all substantive requirements for the 
credential. 

 
4.5.4 All Baccalaureate degrees, Applied degrees, Diplomas, 

Certificates, Post-diploma certificates, Post-basic certificates, Post-
degree certificates and Post-degree diplomas shall contain the 
signatures or facsimiles of the Chairperson of the Board of 
Governors, the President and the University Registrar.  

 
4.5.5 Certificates of Achievement, Certificates of Attendance, High 

School Equivalency diplomas and Professional Development 
Certificates shall contain the signature or facsimile of the Dean of 
the Faculty or School, University Registrar, and any other 
signatories as approved by the Dean. 

 
4.6 The Board delegates through the Office of the President, to the University 

Registrar, authority to issue all University baccalaureate degrees, applied 
degrees, diplomas, certificates, post diploma certificate, post-basic 
certificates, post-degree certificates and post-degree diplomas. 

 
4.7 The Board delegates through the Office of the President, to the Deans, 

authority to issue Certificates of Attendance, Certificates of Achievement, 
High School Equivalency Diplomas, and Professional Development 
Certificates. 

 
4.8 All credentials should be of consistent and definitive design in order to 

ensure the clear identification of the credentials authorized under this 
policy.  
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FACT SHEET 
 
DATES: 
Approval 2012.04.24 
Review 2015.04 
 
SOURCE: 
90.06.21 Approved as recommended by Academic Council and approved 90.06.21 

by Board motion 15-15-89/90 (policy C1002 also deleted). 
 
97.09.25 Approved 90.09.25 by Board motion 6-9-25-97/98. 
 
99.10.21 Approved 99.10.21 by Board motion 1-10-21-99/2000. 
 
2003.02.01 Terminology and format updated. 
 
2003.02.20 Update approved by Board motion 01-02-20-2002/03 as recommended by 

Academic Council 02-10-12-09. 
 
2006.02.09 Approved as recommended by Academic Council and approved 06.02.09 

by Board motion 01-2-9-2005/2006. 
 
2010.11.04 Revisions approved as recommended by Academic Policies Committee, 

and approved by Academic Governance Council motion AGC-05-10-12-
2010. 

 
2010.12.21 Related policy numbers updated to reflect changes to E Policy Taxonomy. 
 
2012.04.24 Revisions approved as recommended by Academic Policies Committee 

and approved by Academic Governance Council motion AGC-01-04-24 -
2012. 

 
2014.10.28 Terminology updated to reflect housekeeping and textual changes, and 

approved by Academic Governance Council motion AGC-04-10-28-2014. 
 
2014.12.22 Updated to reflect current policy names and numbers, references to retired 

policies, and Related Policy listings. 
 
2018.12.12 Minor change to replace Academic Governance Council with General 

Faculties Council effective February 1, 2019. Approved by Policy Sponsor 
on December 12, 2018. 
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